La Crónica
de Nuevo México

Autumn 2020

Official Publication of the Historical Society of New Mexico
Published since 1976

Issue No. 113

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO OFFICERS
Dennis Reinhartz, President, Santa Fe
Nancy Owen Lewis, Vice President, Santa Fe
Brandon Johnson, Secretary, Albuquerque
Roberta Scott, Treasurer, Los Lunas
Janet Saiers, Immediate Past President, Albuquerque

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Bloom, Las Cruces
Don Bullis, Rio Rancho
Henriette Martinez Christmas, Bernalillo
Dennis Daily, Las Crucees
Dennis Ditmanson, Las Vegas
Kathy Flynn, Santa Fe
Fred Friedman, Santa Fe
Bruce Gjeltema, Gallup
Kermit Hill, Santa Fe
Tomas Jaehn, Santa Fe
Barbara Lovell, Kingston/Hillsboro
Richard Melzer, Belen
Marilyn Pope, Truth or Consequences
John Ramsay, Los Alamos
Dawn T. Santiago, Las Cruces
Gustav Seligmann, Denton, Texas
John Taylor, Peralta
Robert Tórrez, Albuquerque

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS
Brandon Johnson, Executive Director, New Mexico Humanities Council
Robert Martinez, New Mexico State Historian
Patrick Moore, Director, New Mexico Historic Sites
Billy Garret, Director, New Mexico History Museum

HSNM PAST PRESIDENTS
Col. John B. Grayson
Maj. J. L. Donaldson
Kirby Benedict
William G. Rich
L. Bradford Prince
Frank W. Clancy
Ralph E. Twitchell
Paul A. F. Walter

Calvin Horn
Victor Westphall
Jack D. Rittenhouse
Ronald F. Dickey
Lorraine Lavender
Albert H. Schroeder
John P. Conron
Spencer Wilson

Robert White
John Grassham
Robert Tórrez
Margaret Espinosa McDonald
Rick Hendricks
Richard Melzer
Michael G. Stevenson
Janet Saiers

Front Cover—Women Suffrage Button (courtesy National Museum of American History)
Back Cover—“The Awakening,” by Henry Mayer

(Centerfold in Puck magazine v. 77, no.1981, February 20, 1915, courtesy Library of Congress)

La Crónica
de Nuevo México

Autumn 2020

Official Publication of the Historical Society of New Mexico

Issue No. 113

Published since 1976

Table of ConTenTs
Editor and Graphic Designer
Dawn Moore Santiago
Publications Committee
John Porter Bloom
Doyle Daves
Paul Lewis
John Ramsay
Dawn Moore Santiago, Chair
John Taylor

President’s Message

ii

New Mexico’s Path to Women’s Suffrage, 1910-1920
by Doyle Daves

1

Seven New Mexico Suffragists
by Sylvia Ramos Cruz, M.D.

7

New Mexico in the Time of Influenza: A Brief Tale of Two Pandemics
by Nancy Owen Lewis

11

Carleen Crisp Lazzell
2005-2015

Historical Society of New Mexico News

13

Don Bullis
2015-2017

New Books for Your New Mexico Bookshelf
compiled by Richard Melzer

15

Book Reviews

15

Historic Photographs

17

Past Editors
John P. Conron
1976-2005

Cover design
Justin Santiago
For more information on
HSNM, please visit
www.hsnm.org
Or follow us on Facebook

La Crónica de Nuevo México is published occasionally by the HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO. La Crónica de Nuevo México
and the Historical Society of New Mexico assumes no responsibility for statements or opinions of contributors. Please address correspondence regarding
this publication to Publications Editor at hsnmpublications@gmail.com. Please address correspondence regarding Historical Society of New Mexico ti
P.O. Box 1912, Santa Fe, NM 85704, or email hsnminfo@gmail.com. For Publication Guidelines and information on how to submit manuscripts,
please see HSNM’s website at www.hsnm.org or email the Publications Editor at hsnmpublications@gmail.com.
©2020 Historical Society of New Mexico. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited

Historical Society of New Mexico
President’s Message

Dear HSNM Members,
This is a challenging time for the Historical Society of New Mexico and its members and their families. The impact
of the COVID-19 epidemic on us continues, seemingly unabated. First, the pandemic forced the cancellation of our 2020
annual conference in Silver City. Now, guided by our concerns for our members and other attendees safety as well as the
public health pronouncements from the State of New Mexico, the HSNM Board of Directors has decided to not to go
forward with the 2021 traditional face-to-face meeting that had been scheduled to be in Santa Fe. However, online alternatives are being considered, so stay tuned for more information. You will be informed promptly as soon as any decisions
are forthcoming. Once again, your understanding is greatly appreciated.
Meanwhile, efforts are ongoing in planning the joint meeting with the Arizona History Convention on April 28-30,
2022, at the newly expanded Las Cruces Convention Center. By then, hopefully, the worst of the plague will have passed.
The new HSNM website will up and running very soon. And, it will include a PayPal capability for the payment of dues
and meeting registrations. You will receive notice when it is functioning. It will be something of which our organization
can be proud. In the meantime, the Society is keeping in touch with you via our monthly e-newsletter, and our presence
continues to increase on Facebook as well.
This expanded issue of La Crónica celebrates through two articles the 100th Anniversary of the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States that finally acknowledged the right of women to vote. The
women’s suffrage was a significant to our history and was to have been a major theme of our cancelled Silver City meeting.
Also, in this issue is a timely shorter piece on pandemics and their lasting consequences in our history. We already are
witnessing some of the potentially lasting changes that the COVID-19 pandemic is prompting and perhaps can learn from
the past how to accommodate them.
The Historical Society of New Mexico maintains its principal position in advancing the research, appreciation, and
enjoyment of all facets of the captivating history of New Mexico and the Greater Southwest. This pandemic has presented
the HSNM with several serious economic and social challenges, and I hope that you will continue or increase your support
and participate fully in our endeavors in the coming months. Stay well and safe.
As always, with warmest regards,
Dennis Reinhartz
President, Historical Society of New Mexico

La Crónica de Nuevo México

Page 1

new MexiCo’s PaTh To woMen’s suffrage
1910-1920
by Doyle Daves

Women Preparing to Campaign in Las Vegas, New Mexico, July of 1916 (courtesy New Mexico Historic Sites)

A

s we celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of
the adoption of the Nineteenth Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution that secured the right of women to vote,
it is appropriate to review the attitudes and actions of New
Mexicans about this major civil rights issue during the ten
years preceding its enactment. In the decade of 1910 to
1920 the United States was engaged with three big issues:
health and family well-being (temperance, prohibition),
national security (World War I), and civil rights (women’s
suffrage). In hindsight, by far the most consequential issue
for the nation was women’s suffrage—the loosening of restrictions on women by allowing them to participate in the
political process including voting in all elections, standing
as candidates for elective office, and holding appointive
public office.1

The ConsTiTuTional ConvenTion
and woMen’s suffrage
In 1910, a convention of representatives from throughout New Mexico met in Santa Fe from October 3 to November 21 to draft a state constitution. It was subsequently
ratified by a vote of the people and then sent to Washington for congressional approval. After sixty-two years as a
territory and many failed attempts, Congress finally voted
to admit New Mexico to statehood and President William
Howard Taft signed the document on January 6, 1912.2
During the debates of the constitutional convention,
civil rights and suffrage were prominent issues. Delegates
were determined to ensure that Hispanic men, the Spanish
language, and Catholic religion were fully protected. They
also insisted that there be no barriers to Hispanic children
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Adelina “Nina” Otero-Warren
(courtesy Wikipedia Commons)

in the schools of the state and that instruction be by bilingual teachers.3
Unfortunately, suffrage for women did not receive the
same attention. Convention delegates were aware that five
western states (Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, and
Washington) had already adopted women’s suffrage. Indeed, when Wyoming gained territorial status in 1869, it
gave women full voting rights. Skeptics considered this act
to be a “publicity stunt to attract more females” to an area
with very few. These precedents from other states did not
sway the New Mexican delegates.4
Adelina “Nina” Otero-Warren, a leader of the suffragist movement in New Mexico and on the national stage,
worked with her uncle, Solomon Luna, a powerful member
of the constitutional convention, to frame the debate for
women’s right to vote. Luna was a descendant of a pioneer
Hispanic family and a large landholder, sheep rancher, and
entrepreneur, who had long been a political power in the
territory. Even though he“dominated the proceedings on
every other issue . . . [Luna] could not muster a majority of
delegates to favor franchise for women.”5
Faced with “New Mexico’s benevolent but indifferent
patriarchal establishment,” suffragist leaders opted not to
seek suffrage for women in all elections, but ask for partial suffrage so women could vote in non-partisan school
elections. This move still faced difficulties as requests for
partial suffrage had failed in the territorial legislature three
times—in 1893, 1895, and 1899. However, their efforts now
met with success, of a sort. The convention members passed
Article VII of the new State of New Mexico Constitution,
which permited women to vote in school elections. However, its passage was only assured following the addition of a

proviso revoking this franchise if a majority of men objected.
The article also entitled women to hold offices as county
school superintendent, school director, or notary public,
and such other similar offices.6
Most New Mexicans, women and men, were conservative and cautious about social change. While many women
in the state, particularly those from wealthy, educated families, supported the suffrage movement, many women and
most men did not. An important factor was the position of
the Catholic Church. A majority of New Mexicans were
Catholic, and the church had long opposed women’s participation in public affairs, asserting that a woman’s place
was in the home. The enduring position of the church (and
of many men of all persuasions) was expressed clearly, if
intemperately, by the Vicar Apostolic of Colorado, Joseph
Projectus Machebeuf, in a speech he delivered in Denver
in 1877. In the speech, Machebeuf said that suffragists
were “women who were not satisfied with the disposition
of Providence and who wish to go beyond the condition of
their sex. . . .” He added, more stridently, that such women seek to be released from “their Sacred obligations” and
“wish to hold the reins of the family government. . . .” And
“there never was a woman happy in her home who wished
for female suffrage.”7
When the 1910 New Mexico constitution was finalized
and adopted, it was “a conservative document that denied
women the vote, . . . and rejected most Progressive ideas. .
. . [I]t was a perfect 1810 model. . . .” New Mexicans would
struggle with the issue of women’s suffrage for the next decade and only accept it after Congress and many states had
adopted it with the approval of the Nineteenth Amendment.8
sTaTehood and a new governor’s
woMen’s righTs fiasCo
Following statehood in 1912, William C. McDonald, a
native of New York but a
long time resident of Lincoln County, was elected
the first governor of the
State of New Mexico.
Beginning with almost a
clean slate, the governor
had wide discretion in
selecting people for his
administration. However,
he quickly over-reached.
Governor
McDonald
wanted to award the position of head of the territorial library to a political
supporter, and it was currently held by a woman,
Dolores (Lola) Chavez de
Dolores “Lola” Chavez Armijo
Armijo. To pressure her
(courtesy Find a Grave)
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to voluntarily leave her post, the governor asserted that a
woman was not qualified to hold any public office under the
constitution and laws of New Mexico. When Armijo failed
to resign, the governor asked for a district court ruling.
When it came, the ruling favored Lola Armijo. McDonald
appealed, and finally the (all male) New Mexico Supreme
Court settled the case, saying, “Although the Court’s ruling
drew a clear distinction between the capabilities of each
gender,” it asserted that a woman was capable of holding
the office of librarian as it required “neither judgment nor
discretion.”9
The Teen Years
The sTruggle shifTs To Congress.
Between 1910 and 1915, on a national level suffragists
considered strategies for gaining full suffrage. The strategy
selected was to focus on state by state adoption. New Mexico suffrage leaders recognized that the 1910 constitution,
while granting women partial suffrage, “slammed the door
tightly against any further state-sponsored reform regarding woman suffrage.” As a result, frustrated New Mexico
suffragists concentrated their efforts on building women’s
clubs around the state. Beginning in 1911, the women’s
clubs in New Mexico began to affiliate with the National
Federation of Women’s Clubs, thus providing a state and
national network for taking up political issues.10
In 1914, the national suffrage agenda began to focus on
the U.S. Congress, although the leaders recognized “that
body [Congress] is always hostile to the enfranchisement
of women.” New Mexico women quickly responded and
impressive suffragist leaders emerged. Among the most important were the already mentioned Nina Otero-Warren,
of the rich and politically powerful Luna and Otero families; Julia Brown Asplund, of Albuquerque and later Santa
Fe; Margaret Kent Medler, president of the Albuquerque
Women’s Club; Aurora Lucero-White, of Las Vegas and
Santa Fe and daughter of New Mexico’s first Secretary of
State, Antonio J. Lucero; and Amanda (Deane) Lindsey of
Portales and First Lady of New Mexico, 1917-1919.11
Aware that more than half the women of New Mexico were Spanish speaking Catholics, suffragist leaders developed an aggressive plan to reach and recruit them to
the cause. In 1915, at meetings in Albuquerque and Santa
Fe, Aurora Lucero-White gave speeches in Spanish, which
were carefully couched in traditional women’s issues such
as child welfare. Pamphlets and posters in Spanish were
prepared and distributed. Aurora Lucero-White, Nina
Otero-Warren, and a few other bilingual women leaders
focused on involving Hispanic women in pressing male
Hispanic political leaders to support women’s suffrage.12
oPTiMisM and war-relaTed delaY
By 1917 “suffragists believed that congressional approval of a national suffrage amendment to the Constitution
was near.” In New Mexico, U.S. Senator Thomas B. Ca-
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tron, an unmovable opponent of suffrage for women, was
replaced by Andrieus Aristieus Jones of Las Vegas in 1916.
Jones not only supported the cause, but became the chair of
the Senate Committee on Woman Suffrage. Another gain
was the replacement of New Mexico’s single Congressional
representative, Benigno Cardenas Hernandez with William B. Walton. Hernandez had usually followed Catron’s
lead, while Walton was pro-suffrage.13
When Congress took the country into World War I in
April of 1917, women across the nation responded. Women served as “military nurses, in clerical positions on army
bases, and as radio offices and translators”; groups of women met weekly “to roll bandages, sew blankets, and provide other material support for U. S. soldiers.” New Mexico
women also responded quickly: “New Mexico was . . . one
of the first states . . . to mobilize its women for war service
through an effective state-wide organization. At the end of
the war when women refocused on suffrage, they believed
their war service strengthened their status as citizens deserving the right to fully participate in government.14
The final Push in The u.s. Congress
When suffragists refocused on congressional passage
of the Susan B. Anthony Amendment, as the Nineteenth
Amendment was known, women came to Washington,
D.C., from every state “in relays of dozens, of fifties, of
hundreds. They constituted the largest lobby ever. . . .” A
big boost came in November of 1917 when New York adopted suffrage for women. Suffragists, sensing momentum,
pushed for passage. Congress debated the issue with the
galleries packed with supporters who heard “interminable

During World War I, women across the nation responded
to help as they could, one of which was to
oversee the farms to feed the soldiers and the home front
(Courtesy Library of Congress)
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speeches on man’s God-given right to tell woman what she
must and must not do . . . .”15
In January 1918, the U.S. House of Representatives approved the women’s suffrage amendment. Now, the focus
turned to the Senate where New Mexico’s Senator Andreus
A. Jones, as chair of the Committee on Suffrage, led the
effort for passage. When the amendment finally came to a
vote in October, the results of 53 to 29 meant passage failed
by two votes of the required two-thirds majority of present
senators. At the last minute, Senator Jones had changed his
vote from yea to nay in order to allow for the procedural
move of later calling for a reconsideration.16
After the first vote in October of 1918 failed, national
suffragist leaders decided that as men’s minds could not be
changed, “it had become the inescapable duty of suffragists to change the men.” Consequently, for the November
of 1918 election they targeted four senators, two Republicans and two Democrats: John Wingate Weeks, of Massachusetts, George H. Moses of New Hampshire, Willard
Saulsbury, Jr., of Delaware and David Baird, Sr., of New
Jersey, each of whom seemed unbeatable. Suffragists campaigned against the four men, saying each senator was “a
representative who wouldn’t represent.” Only one change
was accomplished with the defeat of Saulsbury. However,
the suffragists felt it was enough and “the success of the
Amendment . . . was assured, provided death or disaster did
not take away a friend, for there was not a vote to spare.”17
Jones tried a second vote by the lame duck Congress in
February of 1919, but it failed again—this time by a single
vote, 55–29. A senator from South Carolina had changed
his vote for passage, but it was not enough to meet the required two thirds majority. However, in May the new
Congress was in place, incorporating the one senatorial
change the suffragist had succeeded in. On May 21, 1919,
the House of Representatives passed one
more time the re-introduced constitutional amendment by a wide margin. In the
Senate, die-hard anti-suffragists offered
four amendments to the bill in an attempt
to derail passage. But all were defeated.
Then, on June 4, 1919, the vote was taken and the Nineteenth Amendment was
passed, 66 to 30. Finally, the men in Congress had surrendered to the inevitable.
Now the issue returned to the states where
many men still resisted.18
sTruggle for raTifiCaTion in
new MexiCo
In the New Mexico election campaign of 1916, both political parties endorsed women’s suffrage, although many
political leaders remained opposed. The
New Mexico legislature in February and

Andreus J. Jones, New Mexico U.S. Senator
(Courtesy Library of Congress)

March of 1919, before the U.S. Congress passed the national amendment, had considered the issue of adding an
amendment to the state constitution. The State Senate voted for approval, but it was defeated in the House of Representatives. Newly elected Governor Octaviano A. Larrazolo, an outspoken advocate of suffrage, reacted with outrage
and wrote a scathing letter castigating the legislature for its
action. Still, when pressed by state and national suffragists
for a new attempt at passage, Governor Larrazolo resisted, lamenting that the “legislature was unfriendly toward
equal suffrage” and that “it would be useless to convene the
legislature as it previously rejected ratification.”19
Nonetheless, advocates worked tirelessly to bring pressure on recalcitrant members of the State House of Representatives to ratify the amendment. Finally, bowing to
increasing pressure for action and sensing that the intense
lobbying by suffragists and political leaders who supported suffrage was reducing resistance,
Governor Larrazolo called for a special
session, February 16, 1920, to reconsider ratification. After two days of debate,
the state Senate approved ratification.
Now the decision was in the hands of
the New Mexico House of Representatives where resistance remained strong.
In this dramatic situation, Nina Otero-Warren, who had remained in the
forefront of the struggle for ratification
in New Mexico, took charge. Somehow,
Otero-Warren convinced Republican
leaders in the House to permit her to address their caucus, something no woman
had ever done. She spoke with the caucus members for three hours. In the end,
she convinced one member to withdraw
his amendment to put the question to
Governor Octaviano A. Larrazolo
a state-wide referendum, which surely
(Courtesy Library of Congress)
would not have passed. Another caucus
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Alice Paul, leader of the National Women’s Party, sewing
on the 36th star representing the last state needed for
ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment giving women
the right to vote in all elections nationwide
(Courtesy Library of Conogress)

leader finally agreed to change his vote. At the end, the
members were convinced that further resistance was futile
and voted for ratification.20
The susan b. anThonY (nineTeenTh) aMendMenT
beCoMes The law of The land.
With the action of the legislature on February 21, 1920,
New Mexico became the thirty-second state to ratify the
constitutional amendment for women’s suffrage. Four more
states had to ratify the amendment for it to become part
of the U.S. Constitution, and it took six more months for
Oklahoma, West Virginia, Washington, and finally Tennessee ratified it. On August 26, 1920, the U.S. Secretary
of State certified the ratification, making the Nineteenth
Amendment the law of the land allowing women to vote in
every state.
new MexiCo heroines and heroes
Many New Mexicans worked tirelessly for a decade to
achieve the right of women to participate fully in the politics of the state and nation. However, three stand out for
dedicated and effective efforts. Senator A. A. Jones provided early leadership in Washington, D.C., which gave visibility to New Mexico and led national suffrage leaders to
give the state serious attention. Governor O. A. Larrazolo
was stalwart in the push for ratification and used all the
powers of his office to achieve the goal.
But, Adelina (Nina) Otero-Warren was far and away
the most important New Mexican in achieving suffrage
for women. She was a leader within the state and nationally who set the strategy of accommodation and persuasion
rather than confrontation. She led the effort to organize
women state-wide to educate and convince women and
men, Hispanic and Anglo, that civil rights belonged to all
Americans, not just men. The organization of women suf-

fragists she helped build and led provided relentless, everyday, everywhere pressure for the cause. And, when finally,
it came to overcoming the resistance of the members of the
New Mexico House of Representatives, she took on the task
personally and emerged with the prize. Nina Otero-Warren was clearly the primary mover in New Mexico’s long
path to provide its women political equality.
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seven new MexiCo suffragisTs
By Sylvia Ramos Cruz, M.D.

T

he woman suffrage movement in New Mexico dates to 1874 when it was first introduced in the New Mexico territorial legislature.
It took forty-six years for women to convince most of the population and, perhaps more importantly, legislators that they were entitled to the vote. Hundreds of women took part in activities that led to that victory. Sadly, most of their names and stories are unknown.
They did not write, perhaps did not even talk about, their work. What information we have comes from scarce women’s club documents,
newspapers, and a few oft-quoted scholarly works. Here, briefly, are a few of those women.

ada MCPherson MorleY (1852-1917)

Ada McPherson Morley was, in her own words, “always
and ever on the alert to gain my own liberty. Disenfranchisement is a disgrace.” Over many years, she wrote hundreds of letters to congressional delegates, legislators, and
friends urging support for woman suffrage.1
She was president of the New Mexico Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. It established a suffrage department in 1890 and held what may be New Mexico’s first
public debate on woman suffrage in Mountainair prior to
the Constitutional Convention in 1910. Though she was a
rancher in Datil, she was an early member of the Albuquerque Woman’s Club, founded in 1903, and could be counted
upon to participate in its ongoing community activities. In
1914 she joined the Congressional Union for Woman Suf-

National Woman’s Party New Mexico Campaign, 1915
(Courtesy National Women’s Party)

frage, the more militant national organization started by
Alice Paul. In 1916 she was part of a large rally the Congressional Union held in Magdalena to educate the public
about suffrage and to enroll members.
On her death in 1917, The Albuquerque Evening Herald declared, “Great Woman Gone,” writing, “No more brainy
idealist ever lived that this Tolstoi {sic}of the Datils. Albuquerque, the state, California and Colorado have felt the
impress of her trenchant pen that was always used for uplift
and reform. The emancipation of women by enfranchisement was a life work with Mrs. Morley.”2

deane lindseY (1864-1927)
deane lindseY (1864-1927) led most of the women’s
rights, suffrage, and service organizations in the state.
These include the Women’s Christian Temperance Union,
the New Mexico Federation of Women’s Clubs, and the
National American Woman Suffrage Association, the latter led nationally by Carrie Chapman Catt. As president
of the local branch, she worked tirelessly to recruit members and ensure support for the group from national headquarters.
In 1910, she lobbied members of the Constitutional
Convention to grant women the ability to vote in school
district elections. She organized statewide women’s club
and suffrage group meetings that focused on women’s agenda for change. In 1918, during World War I, she chaired
the New Mexico Women’s Civilian Committee on National Defense. She worked to attract Nuevomejicanas to join in
war work, offering them leadership positions.
While her husband, Washington E. Lindsey, served
as governor from 1917 to 1919, she organized and hosted
several strategy meetings at the governor’s mansion before
legislative sessions, bringing together the sometimes at loggerheads major suffrage leaders in the state. Her work over
twenty years helped secure laws that benefitted women and
children, among them: raising the age of protection for
girls from ten to fourteen years, creating juvenile courts,
protecting women’s community property in marriage, and
passing prohibition and suffrage.
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adelina (nina) oTero warren (1881-1965)

Adelina (Nina) Otero Warren was born into landed,
well-connected, politically influential New Mexico families
that sparked her interest in politics and community service.
That engagement led her to volunteer at a settlement house
in New York City in 1912. There, she provided direct services and worked to reshape public policy toward poor and
working families.
Her work for women’s suffrage began in 1910 at the
Constitutional Convention where women got only the franchise for school board elections. The disappointing result
convinced her that only sustained action would change
the political order. When the Congressional Union came
to New Mexico in 1914, she joined and through her leadership in both the Spanish-American and Euro-American
communities rose to be state chair.
For years, she deftly worked with Congressional members in Washington, D.C., and with members of the New
Mexico legislature to rally and steady their support for
women’s vote. During the final day of the New Mexico legislature’s special session to ratify the Nineteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, on February 18, 1920, she
stayed with the Republican caucus and overcame forces of
resistance from patriarchal clergy and politicians who were
not ready to accept women as equals in the voting booth.
Women won!

La Crónica de Nuevo México
“a peculiar blend of eastern establishment aristocracy and
frontierswoman.”3
In 1912, she canvassed in Silver City for Teddy Roosevelt’s Bull Moose Party that advocated for woman suffrage
on its platform—her first foray into politics. She joined the
Silver City Woman’s Club, which endorsed suffrage in
1914, and served on the Grant County Board of Education. In 1917 Deane Lindsey asked Isabella to organize the
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Council of Defense for Grant and
Luna Counties, and a year later Governor Lindsey asked
her to head the Woman’s Land Army. Her task was to bring
in the crops planted by men who had gone to war. Five
hundred “farmerettes” joined her. Conditions were harsh—
ten hours in the fields in over one-hundred-degree weather,
bedding down at day’s end on alfalfa or pine boughs. Nevertheless, they smiled and got the job done.4
Service during the war helped women show they were
capable of tackling men’s work while doing their own and
capable of functioning in the world of politics. It showed
women as able organizers and flexible managers. Of course,
they could handle the Vote!
After her husband’s death in 1922, Isabella moved to
Arizona and married John Greenway. There, true to her
indefatigable and community-conscious nature, Isabella
Greenway threw herself wholeheartedly into Arizona politics and became the state’s first woman Representative in
the United States Congress.

Cora arMsTrong KellaMs (1872-1930)

isabella selMes ferguson (1886-1953)

isabella selMes ferguson spent her early life among
socialites and with the families of both Theodore and
Franklin Roosevelt in New York. Of her it was said, she was

Cora a rMsTrong K ellaM’s life was dedicated to activism for women’s rights. After the Nineteenth Amendment
was ratified, she joined Alice Paul in the now ninety-sevenyear-long, campaign to get the Equal Rights Amendment
(ERA) ratified into the Constitution. She was a member
of the Albuquerque Woman’s Club, the Greater Federation
of Women’s Clubs, and a life-long white ribboner. Her suffrage activities began in 1896 through the Territorial Association for Woman Suffrage. She joined the Congressional
Union in 1914 and traveled several times to Washington,
D.C., to lobby Congressmen for suffrage prior to 1920 and
for the ERA after.
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Isabella Selmes Ferguson
on a dump hay rake as part of the Women’s Land
Army of America in Grant County
(Courtesy Palace of the Governors Photo Archives))

As chairman of New Mexico’s branch of the National
Woman’s Party (formerly the Congressional Union), and
New Mexico delegate from the Woman’s Committee of the
Council on National Defense, she met with President and
Mrs. Wilson in May of 1918. She said, “Mr. President, we,
women of the West, are growing very restless indeed waiting for the long-delayed passage of the Federal Suffrage
Amendment.” Women in New Mexico and other states
“are eagerly awaiting for action on this measure in the Senate. Won’t you help us?” The President said, “I will. I will
do all I can.” And he did.4

Under her leadership from 1914 to 1916, the New Mexico Greater Federation of Woman’s Clubs endorsed resolutions to establish tuberculosis sanatoria around the state,
and perpetuate forest reserves, as well as for peace, better
housing regulations, equal suffrage, and prohibition. Some
of those proposals were eventually adopted by the legislature and enacted into law. As member of the state’s Republican Executive Committee, she became the first woman
in New Mexico to speak at a political convention in 1920.

aurora luCero (1894-1963)

Julia brown asPlund (1875-1958)

Julia brown asPlund was the first trained librarian in
the New Mexico territory in 1903. She loved books and
worked to ensure that they would be available to children
and adults in schools and libraries around the state, even in
remote areas.
As a teenager she advocated for “woman’s rights” and
wrote to a friend, “I think I shall become a second Susan
B. Anthony.” In 1914 she helped form the Woman Suffrage League so that moderate and more militant suffrage
groups could join hands to lobby the legislature more effectively. Though an early member of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, she joined the Congressional
Union in 1916 and became an officer.6

aurora luCero was nineteen years old, a celebrated
bilingual orator, and a teacher in Tucumcari when the
Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage came to New
Mexico. Like Nina Otero-Warren, her cousin, she was politically well connected. Her father, Antonio Lucero, was
New Mexico’s first Secretary of State. She joined the Congressional Union and worked with Otero-Warren to reach
the Spanish-speaking population. They designed and distributed Spanish language promotional fliers. Her speech
at a large rally, “El Porvenir de los Niños,” stressed the
health and well-being of children as reasons for women to
have the ballot. The large Spanish-American audience responded favorably, and many joined the campaign.
In 1915, as part of a deputation of 150 suffragists to
ask New Mexico U.S. Senator Thomas Catron to support
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woman suffrage, she said, “I speak for the Spanish-American women who want the best possible laws when their
home life is the question at issue.” He was not moved. The
very next year he was defeated in his primary run for the
U.S. Senate. Most likely, women had had enough of the
patriarchy and were able to move their male relatives and
friends who cast the vote that cast the senator out.7
noTes
1
Joan M. Jensen, “‘Disfranchisement Is a Disgrace’: Women and Politics in New Mexico, 1910-1940,” New Mexico Historical Review, vol. 56,
no. 1, ( January 1981): 7.

2”Great Woman Gone,” The Albuquerque Evenine Herald, December
15, 1917

3
“Isabella Selmes Greenway (1886–1953),” Office of the Historian,
History, Art and Archives of the U.S. House of Representatives https://history.
house.gov/People/Detail/14116. Accessed September 25, 2020.

Kristie Miller and Robert M. McGinnis, eds, A Volume of Friendship:
The Letters of Eleanor Roosevelt and Isabella Greenway, 1904-1953 (Tucson:
Arizona Historical Society, 2009), p. 148.
4

Inez Haynes Gillmore, The Story of the Woman’s Party (New York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1921), p. 345.
5

6
Ann Burleson, “Julia Brown Asplund: New Mexico Librarian 18751958” (M.L.S Thesis, University of Texas, Austin, 1967), pp ??

Santa Fe New Mexican October 21, 1915.

7

(Photos of the women, in order shown, courtesy Find a Grave Memorial;

Library of Congress; Arizona Daily Star (Tucson); League of Women Voters;
author’s collection; Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Historic Preservation)

Sylvia Ramos Cruz, M.D. is a retired breast surgeon and women’s rights activist. She writes prose and poetry inspired by women’s lives,
art and everyday injustices. Her photographs and award-winning prose and poetry appear in local and national publications. Among
these are The Medical Muse (UNM), Persimmon Tree, Malpaís Review, Journal of Latina Critical Feminism, Southwestern
American Literature, Sin Fronteras, and Artemis 2020, Her ongoing work focuses on New Mexico women featured in road markers,
and on the woman suffrage movement and suffragists in New Mexico.

views froM The naTional woMen’s suffrage MoveMenT

Photos courtesies—Top (l-r), Harvard Library, www.crusadeforthevote.org/nwas; from Ida Husted Harper, ed., The History of Woman Suffrage, vol. 6 ([np: National
American Woman Suffrage Association), between pp. 632-33. Center, National Museum of American History. Bottom (l-r) Library of Congress for both photos.)
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new MexiCo in The TiMe of influenza
a brief Tale of Two PandeMiCs
By Nancy Owen Lewis
On March 11, 2020,
“First Time in CentuNew
Mexico
reportries, the City of the Holy
ed its first three cases of
Faith will say its Prayers
COVID-19, which had alat Home,” announced the
ready infected 1,215 other
Santa Fe New Mexican the
Americans. Having anticfollowing day. Ten days
ipated the arrival of the
later a total of 821 cases
virus, Governor Michelle
had been reported in AlLujan Grisham declared
buquerque alone, and the
a statewide public health
death count had reached
emergency and began takninety-eight. Tuberculosis
ing steps to address the
sanatoriums also began
problem.
treating influenza paIn 1918, when the flu
tients. St. Joseph Sanatoswept across the eastern
rium in Albuquerque was
seaboard in 1918, New
soon filled to capacity.
Mexico denied that it
St. Vincent Sanatorium
Chasing the cure at Southwestern Presbyterian Sanatorium,
could ever happen here.
in Santa Fe “threw open
Albuquerque. New Mexico’s sanatorium industry catered
The state had built an enits portals and placed pato the out-of-state health seeker.
tire industry based on a betients in every nook and
(Photograph by Ward Hicks.
lief in the healing powers
corner.”
Albuquerque Museum, image no. PA 1982.181.435)
of its high and dry climate,
The pandemic hit the
which many thought conferred immunity to tuberculosis
Pueblo Indians hard. Only 85 of the 140 residents of San
and other maladies. So why should New Mexicans fear the
Ildefonso survived. Pojoaque Pueblo lost so many members
flu? That indeed was the message in an article titled “Spanthat it began seeking people with Pojoaque blood to join the
ish Influenza,” published in the Santa Fe New Mexican on
community. An estimated five per cent of Navajos died, but
September 28, 1918:
again, nobody knows for sure.
By November 2, some 15,255 cases, with 1,055 flu-reWith our salubrious atmosphere and great distance
lated
deaths, had been reported. But with estimates rangfrom disease-infected ports, there is little
ing from two thousand to five thousand
likelihood that the Southwest will be visfatalities, the exact number of deaths reited by the epidemical malady.
main unknown for New Mexico lacked a
Two weeks later, the flu claimed its first
vital records department. It was also the
death in Santa Fe. Within a few days, cases
only state in the country without a public
there skyrocketed to 175. Albuquerque phyhealth department. With fifty tubercusicians, who had previously claimed that the
losis sanatoriums, it had a health system
greatest danger from the flu was the panic it
geared toward the out-of-state health
caused, changed their tune when cases beseeker.
gan to multiply in their city. Doctors warned
Two years earlier in 1914, the Amerthe public to “avoid crowds, wash your
ican Medical Association had published
hands frequently, and cover your mouth and
the results of a nationwide assessment of
nose when you sneeze.”
public health. Out of one thousand points,
On October 18, Governor Washington
New Mexico was the only state to receive
Lindsey ordered the immediate closure of
a score of zero. As one Chicago physician
New Mexico Governor
all courts, public schools, and churches.
commented, “New Mexico sells health,
Washington E. Lindsey
Public assemblies were forbidden. For the
but does not know whether she herself is
(Courtesy Library of Congress)
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skyrocketed to 41,863. On October 26, the archbishop of
Santa Fe announced that its in-person Mass would be suspended once again. However, the Dioceses of Las Cruces
and Gallup remain open for in person Mass adhering to the
restrictions that have been in place since summer.
As in the past, Native Americans have been especially
hard hit. Although they make up less than eleven percent
of the state’s population, they comprise nearly twenty-four
percent of its coronavirus cases. But in contrast to 1918, at
least this time New Mexico has a public health department
to deal with the problem.Although COVID-19 continues
to spread, we anticipate that his pandemic, too, shall pass.

St. Vincent Sanatorium
which treated flu patients during the 1918 pandemic
(Photograph by Jesse Nusbaum, Palace of the Governors,
Photo Archives, Neg. No. 061373.)

healthy or not.” The state would soon find out.
During the summer of 1918, several hundred New Mexico men about to enter the military had tested positive for
tuberculosis. In an effort to find treatment for them, Governor Lindsey contacted sanatoriums throughout the state,
but the beds were full with out-of-state health seekers. Distressed by the lack of health care for local residents, Governor Lindsey appealed to United States Surgeon General
Rupert Blue, who sent Dr. John W. Kerr from the U.S. Public Health Service to conduct a statewide survey. He arrived
September 16, 1918.
Five days later, the first flu case was reported at the Army
Sanatorium at Fort Bayard, northeast of Silver City. Within
three days, 6 other patients fell ill, and by the time the epidemic had passed, 287 patients and 115 staff members had
contracted the flu. The disease also swept through the US
Public Health Service Sanatorium at Fort Stanton, west of
Lincoln, infecting nearly half of its three hundred patients.
Eighteen per cent would die.
Dr. Kerr took a break from his survey to coordinate relief efforts. By December 2, the epidemic had waned and
quarantines were lifted. Kerr resumed his survey, which
presented a sobering picture of health in New Mexico. He
urged the state to establish a public health department. His
report formed the basis of a bill creating a New Mexico Department of Health, which Governor Octaviano Larrazolo
signed into law on March 19, 1919. The virus would briefly
re-emerge that year, and then it was over. By the time the
flu had finally run its course, the virus had claimed the lives
of 675,000 Americans.
On September 22, 2020, our current pandemic reached
the grim milestone of 200,000 deaths in this country. Six
days later, one million had died worldwide. By this date,
New Mexico, with 873 deaths, was approaching 29,000
cases. A month later, the number of cases in New Mexico

Fort Bayard Army Sanatorium for Tuberculous Soldiers, where the first
case of flu was reported in September 1918.
(Photo courtesy Silver City Museum, image no. 3254)
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Historical Society of New Mexico News
2020 hsnM granT winners
Every year the Historical Society of New Mexico awards several grants to members members, up to $1,000 each,
to support projects that increase and disseminate knowledge of New Mexico history.
general granT winners
Albuquerque Public Library Special Collections—To support assembling a complete digital set of Albuquerque local
newspapers in one location.
Corrales Historical Society—To support the development of a “Walking Tour” brochure.
New Mexico Japanese American Citizens League—To finish development of the “Internment Theater” script.
San Juan Historical Society—To purchase a digital video camera for use in recording oral histories in the Four Corners
area, initially focusing on the oil and gas industry, in particular interviewing employees and family member who were
once associated with El Paso Natural Gas Co.
Taos Historical Society—To continue initiatives to restore an 1879 water-powered grist mill in Ranchos de Taos.
Jane sanChez granT winners
Mary Darling—To support development of a historical documentary of Fort Bayard area, with focus on baseball and
related African-American history in the region.
Historical Santa Fe Foundation—to support the publishing of a map and phone app to accompany book which is to be
published.
HSNM General Grant and Jane C. Sanchez Grant Applications are accepted from January through May 31 of each
year. Applicants will be notified of the status of their proposals by August 1 of that year.
General Grants are for projects by HSNM members that will increase and disseminate knowledge of New Mexico
history, including projects that support education of New Mexico history, encourage preservation of historic objects or
property, duplicate and provide access to important historical documents, help construct or repair museum facilities or
exhibits, promote history-based activities etc.
The Jane C. Sanchez Grant provides funding assistance for publication of original research on New Mexico or
Borderlands history. This may include folklore, fiction, or drama, as well as traditional historical works.
Stay tuned for more information about the 2021 grant cycle, or visit our website at www.hsnm.org.

Learn more about the Historical Society of New Mexico
on our Website at www.hsnm.org
Where you can learn more about Membership Benefits,
download Membership forms, Award nomination forms
Grant applications, Historic Plaque applications, Speakers’ Bureau forms
You can also find us on Facebook
You can contact HSNM at hsnmgeneral@gmail.com
or for publication matters at hsnmpublications@gmail.com
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hisToriCal soCieTY of new MexiCo news
2021 hsnM awards oPen for noMinaTions
Nominations are currently being sought for the Historical Society of New Mexico’s book and service awards. HSNM
each year recognizes outstanding work by students, professional, and avocational historians and organizations through
various awards. The winners will be announced in the spring of 2021.

The deadline for noMinaTions is JanuarY 15, 2021.
These awards are intended for a living author or authors whose book has made a significant contribution to our understanding of New Mexico or Southwest borderlands history. Only books published in 2020 will be eligible for the 2021
award.
To determine the most appropriate award, please review the list of award categories below. The HSNM Awards Committee, however, reserves the right to consider a nomination for a different award from that proposed by the nominator.
Book nominations require three copies of the publication, a nomination form, and a brief description of why the publication is worthy of an award. Contribution/Service awards require the submission of a nomination form and a letter describing the person or group, the contributions or services performed by them, and why that individual or group is worthy of
recognition. To download a nomination form and for more information on each category, review criteria, and where to
mail book nominations, please see the HSNM website. For more information, please contact the HSNM Chair Dennis
Daily at ddaily@nmsu.edu.

booK award CaTegories
The Gaspar pérez de VillaGrá award —for an outstanding publication in New Mexico or Southwest borderlands history
The lansinG B. Bloom award —for an outstanding publication in New Mexico or Southwest borderlands history by an
institution affiliated with the Historical Society of New Mexico
The Fray Francisco aTanasio domínGuez award —for an outstanding publication or significant contribution to historic
survey and research in New Mexico or Southwest borderlands history
The r alph emerson TwiTchell award —for an outstanding publication or significant contribution by individuals or organizations to the creative arts, as related to New Mexico history
The paBliTa Velarde award —for an outstanding children’s publication related to New Mexico or Southwest borderlands
history
FaBiola caBeza de Baca award —for an outstanding publication or exhibit relating to domestic life in New Mexico
ConribuTion/serviCe awards
The edGar lee heweTT award —for outstanding service to the people of New Mexico, as related to New Mexico History
The l. BradFord prince award —for significant work in the field of historic preservation in New Mexico
The paul a. F. walTer award —for outstanding service to the Historical Society of New Mexico

The doroThy woodward award—for advancement of education in New Mexico history
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new booKs for
Your new MexiCo booKshelf
Compiled by Richard Melzer
Blum-m artinez, r eBecca, and m ary Jean H aBerman lopez, eds. The Shoulders We Stand On: A History of Bilingual Education in New Mexico. Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 2020.
de coster, JonatHan, Joel m. sipress, and david J.
voelker. Conflict and Accommodation in Colonial New
Mexico. New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.
deWitt, david. Chile Peppers A Global History. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2020.
etulain, r icHard. Billy the Kid: A Reader’s Guide. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2020.
etulain, r icHard. Thunder in the West: The Life and Legends
of Billy the Kid. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
2020.
GiBson, d. W. 14 Miles: Building the Border Wall. New York:
Simon and Shuster, 2020.
Greenspan, nancy tHorndike. Atomic Spy: The Dark Lives of
Klaus Fuchs. New York: Viking, 2020.
Jameson, W. c. Cold Case: The Assassination of Pat Garrett: Investigating History’s Mysteries. Guildford, Conn.: TwoDot
Publishing, 2020.
JoHnson, susan lee. Writing Kit Carson: Fallen Heroes in a
Changing West. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 2020.
k aGan, r icHard l. Spanish Craze: America’s Fascination with
the Hispanic World, 1779–1939. Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2019.
lincoln, ml, and diane sWard r apaport, eds. Wrenched
from the Land: Activists Inspired by Edward Abbey. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2020.
lippard, lucy r. Pueblo Chico: Land and Lives in Galisteo since
1814. Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2020.
montillo, roseanne. Atomic Women: The Untold Stories of
the Scientists Who Helped Create the Nuclear Bomb. New
York: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2020.
moulton, HeatHer l., and susan tatterson. Graveyards
of the Wild West: New Mexico. Charleston: America
Through Time, 2020.
mulHouse, JoHn m. Abandoned New Mexico: Ghost Towns,
Endangered Architecture, and Hidden History. Charleston:
America Through Time, 2020.

okaWa, Gail y. Remembering Our Grandfather’s Exile: U.S.
Imprisonment of Hawai’i’s Japanese in World War II. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2020.
oropeza, lorena. The King of Adobe: Reies Lopez Tijerina,
Lost Prophet of the Chicano Movement. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2019.
paskus, l aura. At the Precipice: New Mexico’s Changing Climate. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
2020.
romero, levi, vanessa Fonseca-cHavez, and spencer
Herrera, eds. Querencia: Reflections on the New Mexico
Homeland. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2020.
sancHez, virGinia. Pleas and Petitions: Hispano Culture and
Legislative Conflict in Territorial Colorado. Louisville: University Press of Colorado, 2020.
Wallace, Chris, and Mitch Weiss. Countdown 1945: The Extraordinary Story of the Atomic Bomb and the 116 Days that
Changed the World. New York: Simon and Shuster, 2020.
Ward, carla. The Tinker of Tinkertown: The Life and Art of
Ross Ward. n.p.: Tinkertown Museum Press, 2020.
Wilson, JoHn pHilip. New Mexico Episodes: Stories from a Colorful Past. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 2020.

booK reviews
Kristen Thatch, ed. Timelines of the
East Mountains. (Tijeras, N. Mex.:
East Mountain Historical Society, 2020)
The East Mountain Historical Society has recently published
Timelines of the East Mountains. This
700-page tome is really some heavy
reading! I don’t mean pedantic, I
mean HEAVY—like seven pounds
heavy! But please do not let this dissuade you from getting a copy, because it is a highly readable piece of work.
The book, unlike some others that have been produced to
document county or regional history, shows strong editorial oversight. It has a consistent chronological format with
literally hundreds of photographs and many oral histories
provided as sidebars.
Continued on page 16
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The book is divided into sections—Places, Maps, People,
and Traditions and Stories—and each of the sections has
gems to offer the reader. For example, most of us know the
basic story of the straightening of Route 66 under lame-duck
Governor Arthur Hannett, commonly known as “Hannett’s
Joke,” but few of us know how the road got through Tijeras
Canyon in the first place. Well, the story is there. The reader will find out about the notorious Marino Leyba, an allaround bad person, who terrorized the East Mountains in
the 1880s before finally being shot to death on the road to
Santa Fe.
Or, how about the ten-times-married (to seven men!) fortune teller named Madame Petite2w3, or the story of monkeys that escaped from the Lovelace Research Foundation
and lived in a cave in the Manzanos for several months,
or the saga of Frank Hibben salting the Sandia Man Cave
with arrowheads, or the trip of a World War II Japanese

Gail Y. Okawa. Remembering Our Grandfathers’ Exile: U.S.
Imprisonment of Hawai’i’s Japanese in World War II. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2020.
Based on President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Executive
Order #9066, over 120,000 men, women, and children
of Japanese descent were evacuated to American concentration camps in the wake of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941. While all were considered potential enemy
agents or spies of Japan, some were classified as being the
gravest threats to American security. Mostly men, these socalled most dangerous individuals were detained in select
facilities and guarded with the greatest scrutiny. Almost six
hundred of these men were residents of Hawai’i and are the
focus of Remembering Our Grandfathers’ Exile: U.S. Imprisonment of Hawai’i’s Japanese in World II.
Author Gail Y. Okawa did not know that her quiet
grandfather, the Rev. Tamasaku Watanabe, had been imprisoned in two such guarded facilities until she learned
of the camps in an American history class and an aunt revealed this distressing fact about their family. Later, Okawa’s mother shared old photos and twenty-five letters Watanabe had written from the years he spent in the Lordsburg
and Santa Fe internment camps in New Mexico.
Inspired to learn more, Okawa has thoroughly researched and written the moving story of a grandfather she
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miniature submarine through Tijeras Canyon with a few
anxious moments as it negotiated Deadman’s Curve.
This beautifully produced, prodigiously illustrated volume was written and produced by members of the East
Mountain Historical Society. This belongs in every New
Mexico library and in the collection of any serious student
of New Mexican history.

The book, which was sponsored in part by a grant
from the Historical Society of New Mexico, is available in softcover for $30, plus $7.50 for shipping and
handling, through the East Mountain Historical Society at https://www.eastmountainhistory.org or at East
Mountain Historical Society, PO Box 106, Tijeras,
NM 87059.
John Taylor
Peralta, New Mexico

barely knew. Beyond this purpose, Okawa wrote Remembering Our Grandfathers’ Exile “as a kind of primer not for those
specialists who already know this … history but for those
who don’t or for those … who want to research personal
encounters in such major historical events.”
With this purpose in mind, Okawa followed her grandfather and his fellow Hawaiians’ tragic path from the moment
they were apprehended on December 7, 1941, along each
stage of their unjust captivity. Accompanied by hundreds
of his fellow resourceful prisoners, Watanabe filled his days
with strategies for survival and resistance in Lordsburg and
Santa Fe. Many detainees engaged in creative pursuits,
from poetry writing to rock polishing, to battle the “barbed
wire disease” of unbearable monotony. Mercifully, few men
experienced violent or abusive treatment. Ironically, some
men were visited by sons who had enlisted to fight for the
same country that had denied their families their basic freedoms. Finally released from confinement, former prisoners
and their families dealt with many additional years of psychological and emotional readjustment.
Remembering Our Grandfathers’ Exile is an excellent book,
filled with new information and unique perspectives about
New Mexico’s internment camps, the detainees imprisoned
there, and their families, then and now. But Okawa is wrong
in asserting that the fruit of her odyssey is not for historians
who already know this history. Here is a book for everyone, especially now when our civil liberties are so fragile
and the largely unjust mass incarceration of large numbers
still exits. Tragically, future generations of Black, Mexican,
and Central American children will also face the burden
of remembering their grandparents as victims of tyrannical
policies and practices in the United States.
Richard Melzer
Belen, New Mexico
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Historic Photographs

A Source to New Mexico & Southwestern Borderlands History
In delving into a historic topic, images can be a major piece of research. They provide a great insight into the subject
under scrutiny. In addition, many researchers transform their work into public presentations or a printed work, the latter
being anything from an online blog to a printed article or book.
Where are these images? Many reside in archival repositories, which contain documents and images. With today’s technology, many institutions have been able to digitize some of their photographs and post them online through their websites
or regional online archive websites. After using the search feature, researchers can peruse the institution’s online collections
or finding aids to collections not yet digitized.
Researchers and authors usually can obtain copies of images of their choice. The repositories post their policies for getting a copy of the desired, obtaining permission to use in a public work, and any user fees. Also, the user of the photograph
is responsible for being aware of who holds the copyright of the image and, if necessary, get that permission as well. Also,
some older photographs are considered in the “public domain,” or there is no current copyright. However, the researcher
is still responsible for following the user policies of the repository which hold the specific image under consideration.
The New Mexico Digital Collections (https://econtent.unm.edu/) and the Rocky Mountain Online Archives (https://
rmoa.unm.edu/) are a great way to learn where these document and photograph archives are located. The search feature
allows one to peruse the variety of offerings. Public domain images are available in several places, two of which are the the
New York Public Library and U.S. Library of Congress.
new YorK PubliC librarY
a large part of the New Mexico collection is stereopticcards

Commercial
Street of
Albuquerque,
ca. 1885, by
Ben Wittick
(detail from
stereoscopic
photograph)

View of Santa Fe ca. 1880-85, by Kilburn Brothers

CoMPare hisToriC PhoTos—Then To now
Santa Fe Plaza, ca. 1880-85, by Kilburn Brothers

Santa Fe Plaza November 2020
(photo courtesy Paul Lewis)
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